Name: ___________________________ 
Blk._____
Task: ______________________

	Critical Elements of Composition
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Focus/ Cohesion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear direction in writing (not ‘rambling”)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	          Thesis statement/ controlling idea is clear                                                                                      
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization/ Form
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paragraphing 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Paragraphs have unity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Topic sentence clear
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Logical progression of ideas/paragraph ordering
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transitional devices strengthen organization and cohesion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear sense of beginning and closure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	        Introduction catches attention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	        Strong conclusion has impact / sense of closure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spelling
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Modifiers are not misplaced
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pronoun references always clear
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Verb tenses don’t shift without reason
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subjects and Verbs are in agreement
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentences structures are parallel
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Voice
is strong
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentences are complete/ No unintentional fragments
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Punctuation is correct 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Style
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diction/word choice/ Awareness of Audience
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No awkward wording
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear, not verbose language
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Succinct word choices, not wrong word
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Colloquialisms not used
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clichéd language not used
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Language is appropriate not simplistic/unsuitable 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Originality of Thought/ Ideas
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing shows flair/ freshness
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentences are complex/varied to create particular effect
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Support/Meaning 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arguments well-supported with example/quotes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quotes are economically/well-integrated
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper integration of appropriate literary terms
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avoids plot summary
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear understanding of task/question
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