ENGLISH

MR. HAMILTON

ACCESSING POETRY
1. Read the poem several times paying attention to :

a. rhythm and rhyme

b. words that ‘jump out at you’

c. structure/ visual impact

2. Read again, paying close attention to the acronym TOSSMIC

T

· Look at the title; does it give clues to the direction of the poem?

· Revisit the title often (does it take on more significant meaning as you understand the poem in more depth?)

· Is it ironic?

· Does it act as a motif?
O

· Compare the opening to the closing of the poem. Does it come “full circle”? Does it ‘develop’ and move to another realization?

· Is there a change in the poem’s perspective or attitude?
S


· Story. What is the ‘plot’ of the poem?

· What, if anything, happens or has happened?
S

· Structure. What type of poem is it?

· What is the rhyme scheme? The rhythm? 

· Look at how the lines are formed and the shapes they create; are they constructed in such a way for a reason?
· Sound:  How does the sound of the letters and words (musical devices) affect the reader?
M

· Are there metaphors/metaphorical or figurative language?

I


· Imagery: Look for language that appeals to one’s senses. Look for vivid, visual pictures, sounds, feels and tastes. What feeling/mood do they create?

C

· Closure and connotations

· Connotations: look for words that carry different meanings. Interpret lines of the poem ‘slotting in’ those different meanings of the words

T

· Theme: what comments is the author making about being human/ about life/death, etc.?

